Home antipyretic use in children brought to the emergency department.
To determine how often children with a complaint of fever receive antipyretics at home and if any demographic factors are associated with correct dosing. A prospective, descriptive study of children 3 to 36 months old presenting with complaint of fever was conducted. Caregivers were questioned about demographics and antipyretic given. The ability of demographics to predict proper dosing was tested first individually and then with a regression model. The effect of proper home dosing on presence of fever and height of fever was also analyzed. A total of 138 children were analyzed. Of the 118 (86%) who received antipyretics at home, only 47% had been given a proper dose. No demographic variable predicted proper dosing. Reported antipyretic dose at home did not predict presence of fever or height of temperature measured in the emergency department.